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BIOLOGY 1408 Introductory Biology: Unity of Life
Austin Community College/Anderson High School
Fall 2014
	Instructor
	Jennifer Lazare (Keelen)
	WEBSITE
	www.lazarebiology.weebly.com and Blackboard

	Classroom Phone
	512-841-1572
	EMAIL
	jlazare@austinisd.org/jkeelen@austincc.edu

	CELL PHONE
	512-4262848
	OFFICE
	Anderson High School Room 104

	FAX
	223-3060
	OFFICE HOURS
	M-Th 8:15-9:00am or by appointment via email


Course Information:
Campus:  Anderson High School
Room (Lecture):  AHS 104
Room (Lab):  AHS 104
Time (Lecture):  
Time (Lab): 
Synonym:  
Section:  
COURSE DESCRIPTION: BIOL 1408 

Introductory biology course designed for non-science majors who desire a conceptual approach to biological topics. An introduction to the nature of science, the characteristics of life, the molecular and cellular basis of life, genetics, reproduction, and development. An emphasis will be placed on how these topics are related to current issues such as genetic engineering, biotechnology, and problems facing modern society. BIOL 1406 and BIOL 1408 may not both be counted toward graduation.
SKILLS and Prerequisites: 

Skill G means you must have reading, writing and math skills at ACC placement skill level 5 or above or you must have passed a state-approved assessment test (TASP or COMPASS) in these areas or you must be exempt from assessment through transcript hours from another college or you must have appropriate ACT, SAT, TAKS, or TASS scores. For more details see http://www.austincc.edu/support/assessment/assessmenteligibility.php.
COURSE RATIONALE: 
This course is one of two introductory non-science major classes. This one focuses on the cellular and molecular bases of life and the similarities found among all living things. The course is intended to foster an understanding of biological issues and provide students with the tools to critically analyze biological data and intelligently relate these data to issues in our society such as cloning, genetic engineering, etc.
The primary focus of BIOL 1408 is the development of the skills that will enable our students to think critically and evaluate the flood of new information that the tools of molecular biology are making possible. To do this, they must have a foundation of general knowledge about cell biology. In addition, they must also learn about the techniques of molecular biology and their practical applications, how these applications will affect them, and the "current issues and problems facing modern society" that relate to these applications.
Student Learning Outcomes: 

Course-Level:

Specific skills and competencies expected of students who complete this course include:

· Describe the scientific process as applied in biology

· Describe the structure and function of prokaryotic and eukaryotic cells and viruses

· Describe evolution and its mechanisms

· Describe basic inorganic and organic chemistry concepts that underlie the structure and function of cells

· Describe energy transformations in organisms including photosynthesis and cellular respiration

· Describe the structure and function of DNA in reproduction and protein synthesis, and how DNA underlies the major patterns seen in the study of heredity

· Describe various applications of genetics to technology

General Education: 
As a Core Curriculum course, students completing this course will demonstrate competence in:

· Gathering, analyzing, synthesizing, evaluating and applying information

· Applying mathematical, logical and scientific principles and methods

· Analyzing and critiquing competing perspectives in a democratic society

Departmental Common Course Objectives: 

The ACC Biology Department has specified the content for this course in the departmental common course objectives. The departmental objectives are located at http://www.austincc.edu/biology/ccobjectives.  
REQUIRED TEXTS AND MATERIALS:

1. Campbell Essential Biology, 4th Ed, by Simon, Reece and Dickey
· A class set of textbooks is provided in the classroom
· Although it is not required, you may also purchase the textbook at any ACC bookstore (expensive) or from an online source such as ebay, amazon etc…..Older editions are much cheaper and perfectly fine for this course. 
· To access an online textbook with tutoring services:
2. Lab Manual 

· Instructor will provide copies of lab instructions for labs conducted in the classroom

· Copies can be found in Blackboard
· Safety eyewear that meets Z87.1 standards (if course has a lab)
· Closed-toed shoes (if course has a lab)
3. Course Web Site -  Blackboard-MUST ACCESS the first Class by visiting this site; https://acconline.austincc.edu/webapps/portal/frameset.jsp
4. Post it Notepad: for in class questions

5. Access to PRINTING or FLASH DRIVE: All course materials will be located in Blackboard. I WILL NOT print out anything for you that is posted on Blackboard. For lecture you have two options:

1. Print lecture power points at home or in the library 

2. Open power point file in class. Take notes in power point. Save file and access later for studying

3. All homework and essay are submitted online in blackboard

TUITION: NONE (make sure to turn in your waiver to Mrs. Mason). Tuition for 8 credit hours at UT Austin would cost $4779.00
LAB FEES: $40.00 for the Year. Checks made payable to Anderson Science Biology Fees.
INSTRUCTIONAL METHODOLOGY:

This course is taught in the classroom but will require work to be done outside of class time. All course document, power points, announcements, online hw and assessments will be done via ACC Blackboard system. If you do not know how to log on to this system, please call the ACC help desk at 223-4636. Test will be given via Blackboard in class.  All online HW will be submitted Online via Blackboard. All papers and reports will be submitted online via SafeAssign located in Blackboard. 

What To Expect in CLASS:
Before Class

· Read or view podcast of assigned chapter in syllabus

· Review Power point and answer questions that are embedded in the power point

· Have questions written down to ask if I do not answer your questions during the lecture sessions to check your own knowledge

· Read Lab assigned for the next class period.

During Lecture Class:

· The first half of the class, the instructor will review the main points in the Chapter power points and go over answers to questions embedded in power points to check your understanding. She WILL NOT lecture. Lecture style materials are available via the podcast posted at………..

· The second half of the class, the students will work in groups to complete an online homework assignment and various Extended Learning Activities.

During Lab Class Time:

· The instructor will give a short pre-lab lecture explanation of lab activities to complete

· Students complete lab activities in groups of 4

· Lab Activity Questions are always due at the beginning of the next class.

After Class is Over:

· Review your notes

· Complete your Online hw assignment (if not completed in class)

· Complete your Lab Activity questions, data and observations (if not completed in class)

· Continue to work on Extended Learning Activities for topics that seem difficult

Open Lab Policies:  N/A

ATTENDANCE
You are responsible for attending all lectures and lab. Most students do better on the exams if they attend regularly. You are responsible for all materials, activities, assignments, or announcements covered in class, regardless of your reason for being absent. If you do miss a class, it is your responsibility to get lecture notes from someone in the class and to get handouts and assignments from me/Blackboard. Lecture and lab attendance will be informally monitored. If your percent grade is within 0.5 percentage points of a letter grade, your final letter grade will be determined by your attendance AND participation in lecture and lab.
· Unlike high school, the instructor DOES NOT take attendance. But I reserve the right to DROP any student who appears to have excessive absences 

· Students must see instructor during scheduled office hours to discuss any work that will be accepted.

· Student must notify instructor through email within 24 hours of being absent if nay work is to be accepted late. Otherwise: NO LATE WORK ACCEPTED.
· See Makeup Policy below

Use of ACC email
“All College e-mail communication to students will be sent solely to the student’s ACCmail account, with the expectation that such communications will be read in a timely fashion. ACC will send important information and will notify you of any college related emergencies using this account.  Students should only expect to receive email communication from their instructor using this account.  Likewise, students should use their ACCmail account when communicating with instructors and staff.  Instructions for activating an ACCmail account can be found at http://www.austincc.edu/accmail/index.php. “ To access your e-mail from another e-mail program go to: http://www.austincc.edu/accmail/faq.php 
GRADES:  
Your final grade depends on the total number of points you accumulate from these sources.  

	Source

	Number
	Points Each
	Total Points

	Exams
50 pts: online hw/lecture
25 pts: lab material
25 points: case study
	3*
	100
	300

	Lab Assignments
	10
	10
	100

	Online homework
	10**
	10
	100

	Extended learning
	Student Choice***
	Will vary
	50

	
	
	
	

	Total Points
	
	
	550


*A cumulative final exam may replace your lowest exam grade
**Lowest 2 will be dropped
***You must accumulate 50 points by completing extended learning activities or on class activities. Anything over 50 points is bonus. You decide how to earn your points.

**STUDENTS MAY RECEIVE EXTRA POINTS FOR POST-IT POP QUIZZES, CHALLENGE QUESTIONS GIVEN DURING CLASS AND EXTENDED LEARNING ACTIVITIES.

FINAL GRADING SCALE:  90-100% = A; 80-89% = B; 70-79% = C; 60-69% = D; BELOW 60% = F

A GRADE OF INCOMPLETE (I) WILL BE ASSIGNED ONLY IF YOU HAVE:


-  A VALID REASON (INSTRUCTOR MAKES DECISION) WITH WRITTEN DOCUMENTATION,


-  REQUESTED A GRADE OF “I” IN WRITING,


-  COMPLETED ALL OF THE COURSE WORK SCHEDULED BEFORE THE DROP DEADLINE,


-  COMPLETED MORE THAN 50% OF THE COURSE WORK, AND


-  AT LEAST A 70% (C) AVERAGE ON COMPLETED WORK.

Explanation of grades
	Exams
	· Test will be given online via Blackboard

· 50 points from:
· Power Point material and questions done in class

· Online HW
· 25 points from:

· questions related directly to lab experiences, equipment used, data analysis and lab lectures.
· 25 points from CASE STUDY:
· 2 options found in blackboard

· May work with ONE partner or alone

· Due on day of lecture exam uploaded to SafeAssign folder

· See RUBRIC at end of syllabus for more info

	Online HW
	· Housed in Blackboard under appropriate Chapter

· Automatically graded and scored in blackboard

· May work in small groups

· Similar to test questions

· Answers will be released AFTER due date to use for studying

	Lab Assignments
	· Completed questions, data or observations found in the lab manual 

· Labs will be provided in class

	Extended Learning Opportunities
	· Listed in the syllabus

· May do as many as you’d like

· Due anytime

· 50 points are required per syllabus.  Anything over 50 is bonus.

	POST IT POP QUIZ/CHALLENGE QUESTIONS
	I will randomly ask content related questions at the beginning or end of class to check for understanding. Correct answers will be assigned optional points, which can be used to add to your lecture exam or a missed assignment. 


MAKEUP Policy
· Lecture EXAMS:  NONE. The final cumulative exam will be used to replace any missing exams

· Lab: NONE. Optional points earned in class may be added towards any missed lab exercises

· Lab Exams: NONE

COURSE POLICIES

Attendance/Class Participation 
Regular and punctual class and laboratory attendance is expected of all students. If attendance or compliance with other course policies is unsatisfactory, the instructor may withdraw students from the class.

EXPECTATIONS:  I expect you to be prepared for each lecture and lab class and to participate in all class activities. You are expected to be familiar with the concepts  previously covered throughout the semester.  If you are not familiar with this material, I expect you to review these concepts before attending class.  If you need help with review material, you should see me during office hours, use the Biology Study Lab, see the parallel studies lab tutors or work with your study group.

To pass the course (with a grade of 70% C), you should expect to spend at least 2 hours outside of class for every hour spent in class.  That means a minimum of 10 hours of quality, undisturbed study time outside of class per week.  If you expect to earn a grade higher than C, you should expect to spend even more time preparing for class.  If your background in Anatomy is weak or if your reading, studying and analytical skills are weak, you may need to spend more time just to pass.  Everyone who has the prerequisites (and learned the material) should be capable of earning a passing grade in this class.  The main impediment for most students is usually time.  Make sure you have enough time to study in order to earn the grade you need.

Missed Exam Policy: If you miss a lecture exam, you will take the final cumulative exam to replace your lowest/missed test score. No Makeups

Late Work: I except NO late work. If you miss an assignments of any kind, you may complete Extended Learning Opportunities listed in the syllabus and/or apply challenge question points to missed assignments. WHY do you not accept late work? To avoid cheating/copying. 
Withdrawals:  

It is the responsibility of each student to ensure that his or her name is removed from the roll should he or she decide to withdraw from the class. The instructor does, however, reserve the right to drop a student should he or she feel it is necessary ie: excessive absences, missing an exam, disruptive behavior, violating safety rules or cheating. If a student decides to withdraw, he or she should also verify that the withdrawal is submitted before the Final Withdrawal Date. The student is also strongly encouraged to retain their copy of the withdrawal form for their records.

Students who enroll for the third or subsequent time in a course taken since Fall 2002, may be charged a higher tuition rate for that course.

State law permits students to withdraw from no more than six courses during their entire undergraduate career at Texas public colleges or universities. With certain exceptions, all course withdrawals automatically count towards this limit. Details regarding this policy can be found in the ACC college catalog.

Last day to WITHDRAW before on transcript: JUNE 6th

Final WITHDRAW DATE: NOVEMBER 26, 2013
Reinstatement:  

Student may be reinstated into the course as deemed necessary by the instructor.

Incompletes:  

An instructor may award a grade of “I” (Incomplete) if a student was unable to complete all of the objectives for the passing grade in a course. An incomplete grade cannot be carried beyond the established date in the following semester. The completion date is determined by the instructor but may not be later than the final deadline for withdrawal in the subsequent semester.

A grade of incomplete (I) will be assigned only if you have:


-  A valid reason (instructor makes decision) with written documentation,


-  Requested a grade of “I” in writing,


-  Completed all of the course work scheduled before the drop deadline,


-  Completed more than 50% of the course work, and


-  At least a 70% (c) average on completed work.

Statement on Student Discipline: 


Classroom behavior should support and enhance learning. Behavior that disrupts the 
learning process will be dealt with appropriately, which may include having the student 
leave class for the rest of that day. In serious cases, disruptive behavior may lead to a 
student being withdrawn from the class. ACC's policy on student discipline can be found 
on 
the ACC website at http://www.austincc.edu/current/needtoknow/.

ACC Safety and Lab Safety Statements:

Austin Community College is committed to providing a safe and healthy environment for study and work. You are expected to learn and comply with ACC environmental, health and safety procedures and agree to follow ACC safety policies. Additional information on these can be found at http://www.austincc.edu/ehs. Because some health and safety circumstances are beyond our control, we ask that you become familiar with the Emergency Procedures poster and Campus Safety Plan map in each classroom. Additional information about emergency procedures and how to sign up for ACC Emergency Alerts to be notified in the event of a serious emergency can be found at http://www.austincc.edu/emergency/.

Please note, you are expected to conduct yourself professionally with respect and courtesy to all. Anyone who thoughtlessly or intentionally jeopardizes the health or safety of another individual will be dismissed from the day’s activity, may be withdrawn from the class, and/or barred from attending future activities.

You will receive safety training in your lab room prior to working with any hazards such as chemicals or microbes. If you miss in-class safety training and do not make it up as scheduled by your instructor you will be dropped from the class and not reinstated. If you show up on lab days without appropriate safety eyewear and shoes you will not be able to participate in lab or remain in the room during class. 

Lab Policies:  

· You are expected to read lab materials BEFORE coming to class. A student who seems ill-prepared for lab or is unusually late will not be able to participate in lab that day.

· There are no makeups for missed labs or lab practical exams. 

· You will be working in groups and should be able to work though lab materials as a group as well as independently for lab practical purposes.

· You must wear close toe shoes and safety glasses to every lab unless directed otherwise by your instructor. Leave a pair of tennis in your car!

· Lab practical will consist of questions, data analysis and procedures you experiences in the lab. Write everything down!

Official Biology Department Policy Concerning Student Use of Organisms in the Classroom and Laboratory: 

Most ACC biology classes, particularly those with laboratory components, use actual organisms during instruction in addition to images and models. ACC students generally are preparing for real-world careers requiring workers with hands-on experience. These careers include health care, veterinary work, horticultural and agricultural work. Other students plan to transfer to four-year colleges and will be participating in biological research where hands-on experience is equally important. 

Organisms used at ACC are fundamental in biology instruction and they are utilized to teach specific skills and knowledge. Their condition and usage varies from course to course. Students will be expected to actively participate in these activities. Students with particular concerns in this matter should consult with their instructor and/or departmental officials before enrolling in a course so that they can know what will be required of them. 

Some organisms are observed alive while others are dead and preserved in various ways. Student manipulation of organisms ranges from culturing living organisms to dissecting preserved ones. Some examples include, but are not limited to: bacterial culturing for microbiology courses; cat, pig or rat dissection for anatomy courses; skeleton and pelt examination for field biology; and use of frogs in physiology experiments. 

ACC Academic Policies and Services

Academic Freedom: "Institutions of higher education are conducted for the common good.  The common good depends upon a search for truth and upon free expression.  In this course the professor and students shall strive to protect free inquiry and the open exchange of facts, ideas, and opinions.  Students are free to take exception to views offered in this course and to reserve judgment about debatable issues. Grades will not be affected by personal views.  With this freedom comes the responsibility of civility and a respect for a diversity of ideas and opinions.  This means that students must take turns speaking, listen to others speak without interruption, and refrain from name-calling or other personal attacks.”
Statement on Scholastic Dishonesty
A student attending ACC assumes responsibility for conduct compatible with the mission of the college as an educational institution. Students have the responsibility to submit coursework that is the result of their own thought, research, or self-expression. Students must follow all instructions given by faculty or designated college representatives when taking examinations, placement assessments, tests, quizzes, and evaluations. Actions constituting scholastic dishonesty include, but are not limited to, plagiarism, cheating, fabrication, collusion, and falsifying documents. Penalties for scholastic dishonesty will depend upon the nature of the violation and may range from lowering a grade on one assignment to an “F” in the course and/or expulsion from the college. See the Student Standards of Conduct and Disciplinary Process and other policies at http://www.austincc.edu/current/needtoknow
Student Rights and Responsibilities
Students at the college have the rights accorded by the U.S. Constitution to freedom of speech, peaceful assembly, petition, and association. These rights carry with them the responsibility to accord the same rights to others in the college community and not to interfere with or disrupt the educational process. Opportunity for students to examine and question pertinent data and assumptions of a given discipline, guided by the evidence of scholarly research, is appropriate in a learning environment. This concept is accompanied by an equally demanding concept of responsibility on the part of the student. As willing partners in learning, students must comply with college rules and procedures.

Statement on Students with Disabilities
Each ACC campus offers support services for students with documented disabilities. Students with disabilities who need classroom, academic or other accommodations must request them through the Office for Students with Disabilities (OSD). Students are encouraged to request accommodations when they register for courses or at least three weeks before the start of the semester, otherwise the provision of accommodations may be delayed. 

Students who have received approval for accommodations from OSD for this course must provide the instructor with the ‘Notice of Approved Accommodations’ from OSD before accommodations will be provided. Arrangements for academic accommodations can only be made after the instructor receives the ‘Notice of Approved Accommodations’ from the student. 

Students with approved accommodations are encouraged to submit the ‘Notice of Approved Accommodations’ to the instructor at the beginning of the semester because a reasonable amount of time may be needed to prepare and arrange for the accommodations. Additional information about the Office for Students with Disabilities is available at http://www.austincc.edu/support/osd/
Rule of Three:  Students are charged a higher tuition rate for courses they repeat for the third or  more time.  This is generally referred to as the “Rule of Three”.  Information about this rule is located at:   http
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Six Drop Rule:  Texas Education Code Section 51.907 mandates that all students who enroll as first time freshmen at a Texas public institution of higher education in Fall 2007 or later may not drop more than six courses during their academic career.  Information about this rule is located at:  http
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Use of ACC Email
All College e-mail communication to students will be sent solely to the student’s ACCmail account, with the expectation that such communications will be read in a timely fashion. ACC will send important information and will notify you of any college related emergencies using this account. Students should only expect to receive email communication from their instructor using this account. Likewise, students should use their ACCmail account when communicating with instructors and staff. Instructions for activating an ACCmail account can be found at http://www.austincc.edu/accmail/index.php.

Testing Center Policy : N/A

Student And Instructional Services
ACC strives to provide exemplary support to its students and offers a broad variety of opportunities and services. Information on these services and support systems is available at: http://www.austincc.edu/s4/

Links to many student services and other information can be found at: http://www.austincc.edu/current/

ACC Learning Labs provide free tutoring services to all ACC students currently enrolled in the course to be tutored. The tutor schedule for each Learning Lab may be found at: 
http://www.autincc.edu/tutor/students/tutoring.php

For help setting up your ACCeID, ACC Gmail, or ACC Blackboard, see a Learning Lab Technician at any ACC Learning Lab
Student Injury Insurance:  
Students enrolled in lab and field courses are covered by student insurance if they are injured as a result of the lab or field activity. The instructor will provide the student with the necessary forms and complete an injury report for the office of Environment Health, Safety and Insurance. There is a small deductible.

Bad Weather:  

If classes are cancelled because of bad weather, ACC notifies instructors and students on the ACC homepage (http://www.austincc.edu) and on local radio and television stations.

Blackboard:  

I will post all grades, lecture objectives, and lab handouts on Blackboard. Please check this site on a daily basis for announcements and all needed materials.”  

Cell Phones and Pagers:  

Please turn off cell phones and pagers during class as a courtesy to me and other students.   

ACC Policy Concerning Copyrighted Materials:  

All class materials provided on the instructor’s web page, Blackboard, CD, and/or in printed form (labs, objectives, assignments, etc.) are copyrighted and may not be reproduced without the written consent of the copyright holder.  This may be the instructor, ACC, or a publisher.  Reproduction consists of photocopying, scanning and copying files, or posting on a server or web site.  Students currently registered for this section have permission to print one copy of course materials for their own personal use.  No permission is given for posting any course materials on web sites.
	PERSONAL FREEDOM

	High School
	College

	· High school is mandatory and free, unless you choose other options
	· College is voluntary and expensive. 

	· Your time is usually structured by others.
	· You manage your own time.

	· You need permission to participate in extracurricular activities.
	· You must decide whether to particiapte in extracurricular activities. 
· Choose wisely in the first semester and add more later.

	· You need money for special purchases and/or events.
	· You need money to meet basic necessities.

	· You can count on parents and teachers to remind you of your responsibilities and to guide you in setting priorities.
	· You will be faced with a large number of moral and ethical decisions you have not had to face previously. You must balance your responsibilities and set priorities.

	· Guiding Principle: You will usually be told what your responsibilities are and corrected if your behavior is out of line.
	· Guiding Principle: You're old enough to take responsibility for what your do and don't do, as well as the consequences of your decisions.


	CLASSES

	High School
	College

	· Each day you proceed from one class directly to another. 
	· You often have hours between classes; class times vary throughout the day and evening.

	· You spend 6 hours each day-30 hours a week-in class.
	· You spend 12 to 16 hours each week in class.

	· The school year is 36 weeks long; some classes extend over both semesters and some do not.
	· The academic year is divided into two separate 16 -week semesters.

	· Most of your classes are arranged for you.
	· You arrange your own schedule in consultation with your academic advisor. Schedules tend to look lighter than they really are. 

	· Teachers carefully monitor class attendance.
	· Professors may not formally take roll, but they are still likely to know whether or not you attended.

	· Classes generally have no more than 35 students.
	· Classes may number 100 students or more.

	· You are provided with textbooks at little or no expense.
	· You need to budget substantial funds for textbooks, which will usually cost more than $200 each semester.

	· You are not responsibile for knowing what it takes to graduate.
	· Graduation requirements are complex. and differ for different majors and sometimes different years. You are expected to know those that apply to you.


	INSTRUCTORS

	High School
	College

	· Teachers check your completed homework.
	· Professors may not always check completed homework, but they will assume you can perform the same tasts on tests.

	· Teachers remind you of your incomplete work.
	· Professors may not remind you of incomplete work.

	· Teachers approach you if they believe you need assistance.
	· Professors are usually open and helpful, but most expect you to initiate contact if you need assistance.

	· Teachers are often available for conversation before, during, or after class.
	· Professors expect and want you to attend their scheduled office hours.

	· Teachers have been trained in teaching methods to assist in imparting knowledge to students.
	· Professors have been trained as experts in their particular areas of research.

	· Teachers provide you with information you missed with you were absent.
	· Professors expect you to get from classmates, any notes from classes you missed.

	· Teachers present material to help you understand the material in the textbook.
	· Professors may not follow the textbook. Instead, to amplify the text, they may give illustrations, provide background information, or discuss research about the topic you are studying. Or, they may expect you to relate the classes to the textbook readings.

	· Teachers often write information on the board to be copied in your notes.
	· Profesors may lecture non-stop, expecting you to identify the important points in your notes. When professors write on the board, it may be to amplify the lecture, not to summarize it. Good notes are a must.

	· Teachers impart knowledge and facts, sometimes drawing direct connections and leading you through the thinking process. 
	· Professors expect you to think about and synthesize seemingly unrelated topics. 

	· Teachers often take time to remind you of assignments and due dates.
	· Professors expect you to read, save, and consult the course syllabus (outline); the syllabus spells out exactly what is expected of you, when it is due, and how you will be graded.


	STUDYING

	High School
	College

	· You may study outside of class as little as 0 to 2 hours a week, and this may be mostly last-minute preparation.
	· You need to study at least 2 to 3 hours outside of class for each hour in class.

	· You often need to read or hear presentations only once to learn all you need to learn about them.
	· You need to review class notes and text material regularly. 

	· You are expected to read short assignments that are then discussed, and often re-taught in class.
	· You are assigned substantial amounts of reading and writing which may not be directly addressed in class.

	· Guiding Principle: You will usually be told in class what you need to learn about them.
	· Guiding Principle: It's up to you to read and understand the assigned material; lectures and assignments proceed from the assumption that you've already done so.


	TESTS

	High School
	College

	· Testing is frequent and covers small amounts of material.
	· Testing is usually infrequent and may be cumulative, covering large amounts of material. You, not the professor, need to organize the material to prepare for the test. A particular course may have only 2 or 3 tests in a semester.

	· Makeup tests are often available.
	· Makeup tests are seldom an option; if they are, you need to request them.

	· Teachers frequently rearrange test dates to avoid conflict with school events.
	· Professors in different couresse usually schedule tests without regard to the demands of other courses or outside activities.

	· Teachers frequently conduct review sessions, pointing out the most important concepts.
	· Professors rarely offer review sessions, and when they do, they expect you to be an active participant, one who comes prepared with questions.

	· Mastery is seen as the ability to reproduce what you were taught in the form in which it was presented to you, or to solve the kinds of problems you were shown how to solve.
	· Mastery is often seen as the ability to apply what you've learned to new situations or to solve new kinds of problems.


	GRADES

	High School
	College

	· Grades are given for most assigned work.
	· Grades may not be provided for all assigned work.

	· Consistently good homework grades may help raise your overall grade when test grades are low.
	· Grades on tests and major papers usually provide most of the course grade.

	· Extra credit projects are often available to help you raise your grade.
	· Extra credit projects cannot, generally speaking, be used to raise a grade in a college course.

	· Intial test grades, especially when they are low, may not have an adverse effect on your final grade.
	· Watch out for your first tests. These are usually "wake-up calls" to let you know what is expected; they may also account for a substantial part of your course grade. You may be shocked when you get your grades. If you receive low grades, see your professor, academic advisor, or take advantage of tutoring services on campus, such as The Learning Center, The Writing Center, or Math Lab.

	· You may graduate as long as you have passed all required courses with a grade of D or higher.
	· You may graduate only if your average in classes meets the departmental standard--typically a 2.0 or a C.

	· Guiding Principle: "Effort Counts". Courses are usually structured to reward a "good-faith effort". 
	· Guiding Principle: "Results Count". Though "good-faith effort" is important in regard to the professor's willingness to help you achieve good results, it will not substitute for results in the grading process.


Case Study Analysis

As explained in the course syllabus, you will be required to complete 1 case study per unit of study. At the end of each unit, you will be given a multiple choice test which will count for 70 % of the test grade. The case study will be the remaining 25 % of your test grade. You must chose one person in class to work with.You will be given several case studies to chose from for each unit test. 
To earn maximum points on your case study:
1. Review and print case as you begin a unit
2. Come to class with questions about your case
3. Be prepared to contribute discussion of the case with your peers
4. Assess your case study using rubric below
5. Submit Case Study in Safe Assign folder on Blackboard by day of the test
Why are we doing this? I would like for you to spend less class time passively listening to me present information and more time actively engaged in finding and evaluating information, asking questions, participating in discussions, drawing conclusions, solving problems, predicting outcomes, and interpreting results. Practice in critical thinking prompts thoughtful examination of the role of science in society. This is an important outcome of a biology education.

A problem-based learning environment emulates the workplace and develops self-directed learners. This is preferable to a mimetic learning environment in which students only watch, memorize, and repeat what they have been told. 

Employers want to hire the person who can figure out the answer, not the ones who memorize 
Evaluation Rubric: 
GROUP CASE STUDY

You have a choice of several case studies for each unit, so format will differ for each group.  Below is a rubric that will be used to holistically grade your case studies.  

	
	      LEVEL 4 
	       LEVEL 3
	     LEVEL 2
	      LEVEL 1

	Identification of the Main Issues/ Problems (evaluated through Student  Response to Questions)
	Identifies & understands all of the main issues in the case study
	Identifies and understands most of the main issues in the case study
	Identifies and understands some of the issues in the case study
	Identifies and understands few of the issues in case study

	Analysis of the Questions


	Insightful and thorough analysis of all questions
	Thorough analysis of most of the questions
	Superficial analysis of some of the questions
	Incomplete analysis of the questions

	Identifies Issues/Problems

(if applicable)


	Demonstrates a clear and deep understanding of an issue/problem in the case study.


	Demonstrates deep understanding of an issue/problem in the case study.
	Demonstrates limited/surface understanding of an issue/problem in the case study.
	Demonstrates superficial understanding of an issue/problem in the case study.

	Conceptual Understanding


	Demonstrates a clear and deep understanding of the theory and the “big ideas” presented in the chapter.

 
	Demonstrates clear understanding of the ideas presented in the theory presented in the chapter. 
	Demonstrates limited/surface understanding of the theory presented.
	Demonstrates superficial  understanding of the theory.

	Links to Course Readings and Additional Research 
	Excellent research into the issues with clearly documented links to class (and/or outside) readings
	Good research and documented links to the material read
	Limited research and documented links to any readings 
	Incomplete research and links to any readings

	Referenced Sources
	Accurately and precisely integrates conceptual material from the text or literature 

Uses specific concepts and terms extensively with page numbers references.


	Accurately integrates conceptual material from the text.

Specifically uses some concepts and terms with page numbers references.
	Limited integration of the conceptual material from the text.

Limited use of concepts and terms from the chapter with page number references.
	Integrates few or no concepts from the chapter.

Very limited use of concept and terms from the chapter.


Parent Student Contract

Biology 1408/1409

2014-2015
Lazare-Anderson High School
Dear Parents of Dual Credit Biology Students:

I am excited to offer your child the first ACC dual credit Biology course in the state! I have taught this course for 8 years both on ACC campuses as well as Anderson campus, but this is the second year we have finally gotten it approved as an AISD 4th year science course AND 8 hours of freshman college science credit for non-science majors. In the past, the process we had to use to offer this course for dual credit was through the AISD system. Now I am offering the course though the ACC system which will allow me to teach it as a “true” college course.  

Getting Your Credit: Students should now be enrolled in BIOL 1408 for the fall semester. Enrollment in BIOL 1409 for the spring semester will be announced when registration opens.  Once grades are posted (December 16th, 2014 and May 5th, 2015), students will have to request their ACC transcript to be sent to Anderson High School to receive 4th year science credit to meet graduation requirements. Although, the process can be confusing, have no fear. Pam Mason and myself will offer guidance in this process and make sure that paperwork is completed in time.

ACC vs. High School Course: Your child is enrolled ONLY in an ACC course, not a high school course; therefore, it will be taught the same way it would be taught on an ACC campus. There are major differences between a high school and college course and, as true of all college courses, does require a high level of student responsibility and maturity. I have highlighted some of those differences below. Please read and sign the form on the next page to indicate that you understand and agree with the terms of this course. The requirements below are standard for all ACC courses taught on an ACC campus. I just thought it was important to point them out before the semester gets started.

As an ACC course:

1.Students will only meet during scheduled ACC class hours. These blocks of time have been entered into your child’s high school schedule to accommodate the rotating A/B schedule so they will attend this course during 5th or 6th period (whatever is indicated on their schedule given to them by their counselor.)
2.These courses only meet on Monday/Wednesday or Tuesday/Thursday just like a college course. Your child WILL NOT be in their assigned ACC course if it falls on a Friday. So, there are NO ACC Courses on Friday. 
Options during this time: 
· Attend Lazare Open Lab hours : A UT Intern (Science major) has been assigned to hold open lab hours for ACC students on Fridays in Room 104. The intern will provide tutoring services and hold lab make up sessions at various times during the week including Fridays.
· Off campus

 
Your child is considered an ACC college student during these times. Neither Anderson high school nor Mrs, Jennifer Lazare are responsible for your child during this class time. If you feel as though your son/daughter is not mature enough to handle this responsibility or you cannot trust your son/daughter to use this time productively, then he/she will not be able to enroll in this course. 
 
3. This course will follow the ACC Calendar below. 
· Fall semester: August 25- Dec 12 (NOTE: ACC will end before high school for Fall)
· Spring semester: Jan 13th –May11th (NOTE: ACC will start AND end before high school for Spring)
4.Under FERPA law, you will not have access to your child’s grades or attendance. 
5.Your child’s grades will be posted in the ACC Blackboard system weekly. Only they have the password and may share it with you. But I CAN NOT. 
6.I CAN NOT email you about your child’s progress in the course. If I believe he/she is in fear of failing, I will conference with the student individually and then notify you that a meeting occurred. It is the child’s decision whether to discuss the meeting with you.
Course Content:This course covers much of the same material as their freshman biology course; therefore, if your child attends class and keeps up with assignments there is NO REASON he/she should fail the course. This is true for those who have taken AP or academic courses here at Anderson. If your child has demonstrated a lack of effort or maturity in previous science courses, I would strongly recommend removing your child from this course. 

· Although a lot of the same topics will be covered as in their freshman biology course, they will be housed in a completely different structure and contextualized to reflect real world issues and problem solving skills. Below are the BIOL 1408 and 1409  course rational as stated in by the ACC Science committee.

BIOL 1408 Introductory Biology: The Unity of Life. Designed for non-science majors who desire a more conceptual approach to biological topics. An introduction to the nature of science, the characteristics of life, the molecular and cellular basis of life, genetics, reproduction, and development. An emphasis will be placed on how these topics are related to current issues and problems facing modern society.

In the 21st century, molecular biology will change our lives in ways that we cannot yet even begin to predict. It will affect the food we eat, how we maintain health and treat disease, what we know about our children before they are born, our understanding of our relationships to all living things, our sense of what it means to be human.

All of our students need to be prepared to deal with these changes, including the students who are not majoring in biology. BIOL 1408 is not intended to be a "watered-down" or "dumbed-down" version of BIOL 1406 Cellular and Molecular Biology for science majors. On the contrary, it is a challenging course, but one with a different focus from the traditional cell biology course. 

The primary focus of BIOL 1408 is the development of the skills that will enable our students to think critically and evaluate the flood of new information that the tools of molecular biology are making possible. To do this, they must have a foundation of general knowledge about cell biology. In addition, they must also learn about the techniques of molecular biology and their practical applications, how these applications will affect them, and the "current issues and problems facing modern society" that relate to these applications.

Instructors should spend about 50% of the course time on the core topics listed below so that students can learn the fundamentals of cell biology. Since only 50% of the class time is devoted to these core topics, they will not be covered in the depth or detail that they are in BIOL 1406. Understanding of basic concepts is the goal, not memorization of complex biochemical processes.

The remaining class time should be spent on the "current issues and problems facing modern society" part of the course, with the topics to be chosen based on instructor and student interest. Suggested applications topics are listed after each of the core topics. None of the applications topics is specifically required, and many other topics not listed may be appropriate for BIOL 1408. Instructors are free to determine the order in which the core topics are presented and how the core topics and applications are integrated. 

Dissections:Your child will be required to survey the living kingdoms in the Spring semester course BIOL 1409 which includes several dissections. Although a student may be excused from doing the dissection, they must be able to observe and complete all lab questions. A separate syllabus will be given to students in December for the Spring course.
Couse Rational:This primary focus of this course is to produce scientifically literate members of society who one day may be voting on medical issues related to me or you! This course should not be “hard”. It is designed to be engaging and thought provoking.

Please review the high school vs. college table I have included in the course syllabus. I do know that for most students this will be their first college course. The course is structured to give the students a few weeks to get in the groove of the course. 
REQUIRED TEXTS AND MATERIALS:

· Campbell Essential Biology, 4th Ed, by Simon, Reece and Dickey
· A class set of textbooks is provided in the classroom so purchase of a textbook is not required.  Students will receive an online account to access the textbook online. Lab Fees will cover the cost of this account. Although it is not required, you may also purchase the textbook at any ACC bookstore (expensive) or from an online source such as ebay, amazon etc…..Older editions are much cheaper and perfectly fine for this course. 

· Lab Manual 

· Instructor will provide copies of lab worksheets for labs conducted in the classroom. All labs can be found in Blackboard, so purchase is not required.

· Virtual Labs must be printed by you from Blackboard

· Course Web Site -  Blackboard-MUST ACCESS the first Class by visiting this site; https://acconline.austincc.edu/webapps/portal/frameset.jsp
· Post it Notepad: for in class questions
· Access to PRINTING or FLASH DRIVE: All course materials will be located in  Blackboard. I WILL NOT print out anything for you that is posted on Blackboard. For lecture you have two options:
· Print lecture power points at home or in the library but can be a HUGE waste of paper

· Open power point file in class. Take notes in power point. Save file and access later for studying

· All homework and essay are submitted online in blackboard

TUITION: NONE (make sure to turn in your tuition waiver to Mrs. Mason). Tuition for 8 credit hours at UT Austin would cost $4852.00
LAB/Textbook FEES: $40.00 for the Year. Cash or Checks made payable to Anderson Biology Lab Fees. Fees are to enable your child to experience the same wet labs that an ACC student would and field trips
Extras: Paper Towels, Clorox wipes and Paper are always a welcome classroom donation!!!!!!!!!!!!
With all that said, I know that we will have a great year…and maybe even convert a few non-science majors to pre-med(
Please sign below to indicate that you have read this document, understand and agree with it. If you ever have questions I am available every morning from 8:15-9am or at jennifer.lazare@austinisd.org.
Parent Student Contract

Biology 1408/1409

2014-2015
Lazare-Anderson High School
By signing below, you agree to the terms listed in the Course Contract and Couse Syllabus  
______________________________

_________________________
Student Name (Print)                                          Student signature
 
____________________
Student ID #


 
 
_______________________________              ______________________________
Parent Name (print)                                               Parent Name (Signature)
 
Today’s DATE: _______________
 
_______________________________              ______________________________
Parent Name (print)                                               Parent Name (Signature)
 
Today’s DATE: _______________
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1. Go to �HYPERLINK "http://www.pearsonschool.com/access"��www.pearsonschool.com/access�


2.      Enter the first 6 letters of your access code: SSNAST


3.       Select Covered Titles


4.       Select Science : Simon, Campbell Essential Biology with Physiology, 3e (MasteringBiology® Access)


6.       Select Student Registration


7.       Register…


8.       Class Registration Code: (If one doesn't work, use the other one)


SSNAST-BRILL-IZAAK-TSANA-SLUSH-CHARD


SSNAST-JIDDA-IZAAK-TSANA-HIJAZ-GLEES


9.       Once online: You have access to e-book, tutoring, activities





This course is “green” and almost entirely online.  Printing will be minimum. Students MUST have access to a computer and Internet. If this is not available at home, be sure to schedule library time.
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